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بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم

H.E’s Members of the APA Financial & Administrative Affairs Committee,
Dear Attendees,

Greetings,

I’m pleased, personally and on behalf of brothers & sisters members of the UAE Federal National Council, to welcome you in your second country, United Arab Emirates, and wish to seize this opportunity to express my real appreciation to the role you contribute to the work of this major Committee, considered a main and basic element of work at the APA, through good preparation and proper planning for the APA budget, viewed as the cornerstone for the organization of different performance aspects across all parliamentary organizations & institutions, with true aspiration to develop necessary role to achieve its strategic objectives & vision in the most perfect manner. 

In my follow up of the Committee works during its previous meetings, with real efforts and good organization prior to current meeting in Abu Dhabi, I have full trust in Committee work due to your keen efforts, chaired by Dr. Saeed Al Motawa, who is able to act for the fulfillment of all ambitions and aspirations.

Ladies & gentlemen,

Last year, UAE Federal National Council launched a regional unprecedented parliamentary strategy, through which the Council wishes to cope with the major developmental and real progresses achieved by our country in all fields & aspects. I am aware that you know that the UAE is working through ambitious strategic visions to occupy the highest ranks on global competitiveness levels, whether through 2021 Vision, our Wise Leaders wish to bring the UAE to be among the best countries across the world by 2021; or through UAE Long Term Millennium Strategy 2071, launched by HH Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime Minister, viewed as a long term government business program, discussed during a historical lecture by HH Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince, Armed Forces Deputy Supreme Commander, addressing future generations, during which he highlighted the main points for UAE future building and readiness for future generations. This lecture is considered a general vision for future formation for the achievement of the goal of celebrating the export of the last oil barrel within five decades of today, as stressed by HH Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Keen to the development of performance system and enhance our regional and global parliamentary partnerships, we at the Federal National Council, pay attention to the development of distinguished performance model that contributes to the promotion of our relationships with friendly countries across the whole world, particularly Asian countries.

We believe that we have a major duty in the Federal National Council to perform your legislative and regulatory role toward institutions and ministries working with utmost efficiency for the development and execution of the strategy targeting the future. Our local institutions succeeded in achieving top competitive ranks on global levels. On the economic side, UAE is the eighteenth on the free economy indicator for the year 2017, published by the Heritage Foundation, of Washington. Furthermore, According to Edelman Trust Report 2016, UAE is the first globally for the third year, regarding people trust in the government indicator. Additionally, across the MENA region, based on INSEAD Indicator, UAE is the first globally regarding qualification attraction for the year 2015/2016, in addition to being considered among the 10 best economies in the world by 2021, regarding public fund management and trust in economy strength. 

According to OECD Report, UAE was top on the developmental and humanitarian aid for the year 2016, as a percentage of GDP for the fourth year. There is also the International Economic Forum Report, according to which UAE is among the list the safest countries across the world. This is a crucial indicator in view of current confusion and instability marring the region and all over the world, and for its important to our developmental journey.

UN, WB, International Economic Form, International Institute of Administrative Development & INSEAD Institute, in addition to other major specialized international institutions, acknowledge that UAE is among the top ranks on more than 40 indicators & criteria, while it ranked among the first ten according to more than 120 standards & criteria for the years 2014 & 2015. All these achievements are reflected socially, where UAE is top rand among Arab countries and the 21st globally according to the International Happiness Report 2017, and its residents are the most optimistic across the world, with positive trust and opinion toward the future.

Ladies & Gentlemen,

Asia with its major international economies, leading the global economy with many leading emerging economies, leading the world according to the international advanced competitiveness indicators, controlling more than two thirds of energy reserves across the world; is considered the real center of world economy movement and the locomotive leading world economy during the 21st century. Furthermore, with its vast area of land representing about one third of planet area, prominent ancient world civilizations, on which more than half the world population live,  in addition to many other cultural, civil, and religious potentials, urge us as parliamentarians to exert more efforts to encourage joint Asian parliamentary engagement, with due promotion to represent and reflect the position our countries & continent enjoy across the world map since the first days of human civilization.

No doubt that there are major interests, priorities and joint intentions among many people and countries in Asia. There are also many fields urge us as parliamentarians to exert serious efforts in support of the official diplomatic contributions, particularly regarding terrorism combat, energy, environment, labor and climate change, beside many other crucial issues on both regional and global levels, in which APA has a major and effective role. Asia, as a global business center, faces many critical challenges, that need our joint efforts to confront and settle.

I believe that you are aware that promoting UAE relationships with Asia countries now enjoys major attention, in support of the progressive role played by both parties on all regional and global levels. UAE is now a central economic emerging hub, with critical role for the achievement of security and stability across the Middle East, while remaining Asia countries enjoy major geopolitical and economic importance. 

Observers discussing UAE relations with Asia countries across the last years, acknowledge that relationships are progressing speedily across many economic, security and political fields, within the policy of “approaching the east” adopted by UAE government and “approaching the west” followed by many emerging countries in Asia toward GCC, following major developments and transformations witnessed across GCC and Asia on different aspects.

Based on these trends, UAE government, supported by its ambitious economic progress is keen to enhance economic & commercial partnerships with the fast emerging countries in Asia, in support of joint interest with ideal partners. Among the indicators of the promising future before our partnerships, we direct attention to the fact that UAE nonoil trade with Asia increased to AED 450 billion in 2015, equivalent to US$122.5 billion. Our government is keen to widen the scope of commercial partnerships and execute free trade agreements with many other Asian countries.

Ladies & gentlemen,

I am sure that you are aware that UAE has its clear foreign policy and international business agenda established on clear solid principles adopted by the UAE Founding Father, the Late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, followed by HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President, his brother HH Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, & HH Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince, Armed Forces Deputy Supreme Commander and their brothers in the UAE Supreme Union Council, with our government keen to support the attitudes of global cooperation in all fields, in a manner that confronts and settles challenges facing our world, to ensure global security and peace, support joint cooperation among people and nations in development of people welfare, prosperity and happiness. 

Building on the above principles and foundations, the Federal National Council Strategy 2016-2021 highlights many objectives including the support of a distinguished leading role of the parliamentary diplomacy, with necessary expansion of the active parliamentary partnerships with global and regional parliamentary unions, promote performance among these unions, to develop joint business approaches, in support of our ambitions to back parliamentarians role in achieving security and stability, to maintain close relationships among people and develop global dialogue forums for different issues, aspects and challenges facing our world.

Ladies and gentlemen

We trust the positive continuous interaction and dialogue among different parliaments in a manner that accelerates understanding and relationships among these countries. For these purposes, we are keen always to supply all means of support and assistance to efforts exerted through the scope of global parliamentary partnership, particularly APA that enjoys true interest and attention by the Federal National Council since its launch in 2006. Our Council was among the first Asian parliaments to join APA, in acknowledgment of APA’s role as an institutional parliamentary gathering able to play effective and major roles in processing all challenges facing Asia countries and people, and to contribute really to the achievement of peace and stability across all Asia Continent area.

In view of our real and major consideration of the importance of parliamentary contribution on both regional and global levels, the Federal National Council believes that there is real need to provide strong support to the parliament engagements in Asia, in the same manner enjoyed by other parliamentary and geopolitical regions, where parliamentary and geopolitical groups in Europe, Africa, & Latin America play major and vital roles in processing challenges, coordinating approaches, and support of the joint dialogue among member parliaments.

Asia parliaments are able to introduce a quality addition to cooperation among Asian countries, on all official levels, in support of governments efforts, particularly in economic & business sectors, to enable Asian people to benefit from the opportunities offered by these economic benefits for more cooperation and integration in a manner that achieves sustainable development across these countries.

No doubt that FNC’s interest for the support of APA work is a reflection to the UAE government attention to the enhancement of cooperation and joint integration among Asian countries, based on our keen recognition to the importance of developing strategic relationships among UAE and remaining Asia countries, in support of peoples’ interest for sustainable development, and for the promotion of global peace and cooperation, for the achievement of sustainable development and progress movement across the whole world.

Based on the above facts, FNC is keen to support all efforts & actions aiming to turn APA to a real and genuine Asian parliament. FNC was among the first members calling for these goals. Furthermore, UAE Parliamentary Division presented an integrated proposal for the APA Incorporation Document, still in discussion and review among member parliaments. 

To allow for these promising ambitions to be achieved, FNC is keen to offer necessary support to APA’s journey. For this purpose, FNC offered a proposal for a Joint Asian Parliamentary Declaration regarding the need to respect and protect of cultural diversification among Asia countries with different cultures and local original streams of local participants, considered among the top world continents regarding this unique diversification. Furthermore, FNC believes that the success of APA efforts needs real arrangements on how to benefit and build on such cultural diversification in support of APA’s journey.

 Ladies & gentlemen,

With real attention, I monitored the results of UAE Parliamentary Division meetings, concluded by specialized proposals regarding APA Budget. UAE Parliamentary Division prepared two different proposals; one is a general plan; while the other is a more detailed proposal regarding how to plan for the best APA Budget. I am fully confident that your discussions will result in the formation of positive and effective perspectives & visions in support of good planning and selection of the best programs for the execution of APA Budget.

We believe that your efforts in this Committee and other APA committees are considered major and necessary central steps for the achievement of our ambitions & aspirations regarding Asian inter-parliamentary cooperation, we believe to reflect and represent our joint interest as Asian parliamentarians for the prosperity and development of our nations.

We wish to stress also that the efforts exerted by your Committee are among the leading priorities across the keen efforts to turn APA to an active and real Asian parliament.

Finally, I wish to welcome you again in your second country, UAE. I hope that you will enjoy your stay and that your discussions & meetings will result in a quality step for across APA work.

Thank you.

